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Arlingtonõs òEnvironmentó 

Undergoing Change

Å Population growth and demographic shifts

Å Substantial development in built environment ð

residential and commercial

Å Commute pattern shifts to and from Arlington

Å Increasing demand on transportation system ðtravel 

in, travel out, travel through

Å Greater concern about òsustainabilityó



Arlington County Population

(1940 ð2030)

Source: U.S. 

Census Bureau 

(1940 ð1990); 

Arlington 

County Planning 

Division, Round 

7.2 Cooperative 

Forecasts.(2000 

ð2030).

2009 ï209,300



Arlington County Generation Growth

1980 - 2010

Age GroupSource: US 

Census Bureau, 

compiled by 

PRAT 

Arlington County has long been a òyoungó county, with a 

substantial share of residents aged less than 45 years.  But 
the 45 ð64 group is climbing as a share of total residents.

% of residents

20% in 1980

28% in 2010



Ethnic Diversity (1980 -2005)

Source: US 

Census Bureau, 

compiled by 

PRAT 

Arlington has an ethnically diverse population, but 

perhaps is becoming less diverse.  In 2000, the population 

of white residents began to climb, after falling for 20 years, 

while populations of other ethnic groups stabilized or fell.



Arlington Must Continue to Address 

Ethnic Groupsõ Needs

Source:  2006 

Arlington 

Resident Survey

Question N -8a: 

Do you feel most 

comfortable 

speaking in:

In 2007, 16% of Arlington residents were Hispanic.  Half of 

Hispanic residents reported that they are more comfortable 

speaking in Spanish.  This will have important implications for 

how Arlington identifies residentsõ mobility needs and 

communicates new mobility options and initiatives.



Need For Transportation System 

Education Never Stops
Time at Current Arlington Residence (2000)

Source: U.S. 

Census Bureau.  

Note: Indicates 

length of time at 

current 

residence.

28%

34%

62% moved to 

Arlington within 

past 5 years



Housing Units (1960 ð2030)

Source: U.S. 

Census Bureau 

(1960-1990); 

PRAT Round 7.1 

Forecasts 

(2000-2030)

Residential development remains strong in Arlington.  In 

2000, rental units comprised 57% of Arlington housing, 

compared to 34% of units nationally. 



More Development Coming

Arlington County is still building ð

Office ð79% built out

Retail ð84% built out

Residential ð80% built out

Source: PRAT ð

September 

2007



New Residential and Commercial 

Space Coming To Meet Demand

Å 13,398 new residential units completed 
since the 2000 Census 

Å 3,301 residential units now under 

construction

Å Over 2,300 units approved by the 

County Board but not yet started 

construction

Å Major office projects, 374,000 sq ft , 

currently under construction

Å Over 2.2 million sq ft of office space 

approved by the County Board but not 
yet started construction

Source: PRAT ð

Residential data 

as of Dec 2006, 

Commercial 

data as of Dec 

2008



Integration of Development and 

Transportation

ÅHigh density, mixed -use 

ÅEasy pedestrian access

ÅMultimodal transportation 

infrastructure 

ÅHigh capacity service offers 

flexibility 

òUrban Villagesó around 

transit stations foster use of 

non -vehicle travel options


